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  09. Exploring Personal Faith Perspectives 
The group discussed the concept of faith, with Gordon sharing his perspective 
that faith is presented to him rather than something he actively seeks, 
describing it as a connection to Amida's faith. Gary and Matthew explored how 
faith developed in their lives, with Gary recalling his father's reaction when he 
expressed interest in becoming a priest. 

10. Religious Service and Cultural Insights 
Gary discussed the setup and conduct of a religious service, emphasizing the 
importance of sincerity and adherence to traditional practices. He read from 
Rennyo’s letters, highlighting their poetic language and stern tone, and 
explained the significance of the service's visual elements, such as the 
arrangement of shrine and calligraphy. Gary also shared insights into Japanese 
cultural practices related to the service, such as the cinematic scale of shrine 
areas and the symbolic placement of religious scrolls. The discussion 
concluded with Gary expressing gratitude to Luke for attending the service. 

11. Buddhist Metaphysics and Form-Emptiness 
The group discussed the "Awakening of Faith" in Mahayana Buddhism, which 
Gary described as a concise yet influential text attributed to Aśvaghoṣa. Gary 
explained that the text serves as a reliable compendium of Mahayana 
metaphysics, offering sophisticated teachings on the nature of reality and the 
relationship between form and emptiness. The discussion touched on parallels 
between Buddhist metaphysics and modern Western philosophy, as well as the 
Zen concept of form being emptiness and emptiness being form. Matthew and 
Gordon contributed insights about perception and the interplay between 
observer and observed, highlighting how form and reality are shaped by one's 
perspective. 

12. Philosophical Explorations of Nembutsu 
Gordon and Gary discussed philosophical concepts, including the nature of the 
absolute and the relationship between self-power and other power. Gary shared 
his thoughts on modern philosophy and the incalculable effect of causality. The 
group explored the concept of Nembutsu, discussing how it relies on both the 
individual and Amida. Matthew expressed confusion about some of the 
philosophical concepts discussed, prompting the others to offer explanations 
and clarify their understanding. 
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